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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please cancel Claims l-l£r as amended during International 
Preliminary Examination (IPE) , without prejudice. 



Please add the folljzfwing new Claims: 

XA 



(New) A method of accessing communication data relevant to a target entity identified 
by a number string, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) - storing in the domain name system (DNS) of the Internet records each associated 
with a corresponding domain name and holding an URI for locating communications data 
associated with the domain name, each said domain name being related to a respective 

number string from which it can be derived by a process including parsing at least a 

ry # m m 

jsjij substantial portion of the number string into at least a part of said domain name; 



|4 

o 
d 



Sf (b) - applying said process to the said number string identifying the target entity whereby 

U'l 

■ to form the related domain name; 

rt 

|4 (c) - supplying the domain name formed in step (b) to the DNS to retrieve the URI held in 
the corresponding said record; and 



u ^ (d) - using the URI retrieved in step (c) to access said communication data. 

'Jxf. (New) A method according to claim P9, wherein the URI held in at least one said record 
is an URL including an access scheme and host address. 

v I 

(New) A method according to claim20, wherein said host address is a domain name. 



(New) A method according to claim>9/wherein each said number string is in telephone- 
number form. 

(New) A method according to claim wherein the communications data is a 
communications endpoint address for the target entity. 



# • 
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(New) A method of accessing a target entity over a telephone network, in which 



communications data in the form of a telephone number for the target entity is accessed 

\-jfir 

according to the method of claim ^ this telephone number then being used to call the target 
entity over the telephone network. 

* 1 



J$$. (New) A method according to claim^T^ 



(New) A method according to clairnj^fwherein the URI held in at least one said record 
is the URI for said communications data itself. 

2&. (New) A method according to claim wherein the URI held in at least one said record 
is of functionality that has access to multiple items of communications data, step (d) 
involving using the URI to access said functionality and supply it with an indicator of the 
desired item of communications data, this data then being returned by the functionality. 

°fe 1 if 

Zl. (New) A method according to clainj^C wherein the indicator is incorporated into said 
URI and supplied in this form to said functionality. 

l ^ 4 

-3rST (New) A method according to claim-So, wherein the indicator is supplied to said 
functionality as a separate element to said URI. 

v -i 

'IS. (New) A method according to claim #6} wherein the URI held in at least one said record 
i^n URL including an access scheme and^iost address for accessing said functionality. 

VS. (New) A method according to claiin26, wherein each said number string is in telephone- 
number form. z 

(New) A method according to claim \^ wherein the communications data is a 
communications endpoint address for the target entity. 



(New) A method of accessing a target entity over a telephone network, in which 
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communications data in the fornrg£,# telephone number for the target entity is accessed 
according to the method of claim ^7 this telephone number then being used to call the target 
entity over the telephone network. 

if 

(New) A method of accessing communication data relevant to a target entity identified 
by a number string, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) - storing in the domain name system (DNS) of the Internet records each associated 
with a corresponding domain name and holding an at least part-formed URL, including access 
scheme and host name, of an item of communications data, each said domain name being 
related to a respective number string from which it can be derived by a process including 
parsing at least a substantial portion of the number string into at least a part of said domain 
name; 

(b) - applying said process to the said number string identifying the target entity whereby 
to form the related domain name; and 

(c) - supplying the domain name formed in step (b) to the DNS to retrieve the at least 
part-formed URL held in the corresponding said record; 

(d) - using the at least part-formed URL retrieved in step (c) to access said communication 
data. 



$4. (New) A method according to claim 35 , vs 



wherein the URL retrieved in step (c) is only 
part- formed and step (d) involves completing the URL by adding a path element serving to 
istinguish the desired item of communication data from other items held on the same host. 

* 9 

'45. (New) A method according to claims, wherein each said number string is in telephone- 

rber form, 
ft 



(New) A method according to claim -3T, wherein the communications data is a 
communications endpoint address for the target entity. 
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(New) A method of accessing a target entity over a telephone network, in which 



communications data in the form o£,a telephone number for the target entity is accessed 
according to the method of claim this telephone number then being used to call the target 
entity over the telephone network. 



3f£ (New) A method of discovering communications endpoint address data for contacting a 
target entity identified by a number string, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) - storing in the domain name system (DNS) of the Internet records each associated 
with a corresponding domain name and holding an URL of a resource that has access to 
multiple items of communications endpoint address data, each said domain name being 
related to a respective number string from which it can be derived by a process including 
parsing at least a substantial portion of the number string into at least a part of said domain 
name, the number strings being in telephone-number form.; 

(b) - applying said process to the said number string identifying the target entity whereby 
to form the related domain name; and 

(c) - supplying the domain name formed in step (b) to the DNS to retrieve the URL held 
in the corresponding said record; 

(d) - using the URL to access the corresponding said resource and supply it with an 
indicator of the desired item of communications endpoint address data, this data then being 
returned by the resource. ' 



•397 (New) A method of accessing communication data relevant to a target entity identified 
by a number string, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) - storing in a DNS-type database system, records each associated with a corresponding 
domain name and holding an URI for locating communications data associated with the 
domain name, each said domain name being related to a respective number string from which 
it can be derived by a process including parsing at least a substantial portion of the number 
string into at least a part of said domain name; 

(b) - applying said process to the said number string identifying the target entity whereby 
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to form the related domain name; and 

(c) - supplying the domain name formed in step (b) to the DNS-type database system to 
retrieve the URI held in the corresponding said record; 

(d) - using the URI retrieved in step (c) to access said communication data. 

40. (New) A method according to claim wherein the URI held in at least one said record 
is an URL including an access scheme and host address for accessing said communications 

if 

jn. (New) A method according to claim wherein each said number string is in telephone- 
number form. . 

* i 

(New) A method according to claim^^T wherein the communications data is a 



communications endpoint address for the target entity. 

t w 

J&5. (New) A method according to claim^; wherein the URI held in at least one said record 
is of functionality that has access to multiple items of communications data, step (d) 
involving using the URI to access said functionality and supply it with an indicator of the 
desired item of communications data which is then returned by the functionality. 

(New) A method of accessing communications data for contacting a target entity, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

(a) - forming, from a number string identifying the target entity, a domain name by a 
process including parsing at least a substantial portion of the number string into at least a 
part of said domain name; 

(b) - supplying the domain name formed in step (a) to the domain name system of the 
Internet and receiving back from the domain name system a resource record including an URI 
for locating communications data associated with the domain name 

(c) - using the URI received back in step (b) to access said communication data. 
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n 



(New) A method according to claim Mfwherein the URI received back in step (b) is an 
URL including an access scheme and host address for accessing said communications data. 

¥ 

(New) A method according to clainva^ wherein said number string is a telephone 
number. . 

(New) A method according to claim 4*£ wherein the communications data is a 
communications endpoint address for the target entity. 



^ , (New) A method of accessing a target entity over a telephone network, in which 

^ |j communications data in the forn^^a telephone number for the target entity is accessed 

nj according to the method of claimf^, this telephone number then being used to call the target 

fx entity over the telephone network. 

1 

f. (New) A method according to claim^f, wherein the URI received back in step (b) is the 
URi of said communications data itself. 

a 



m \. 

3 \i 



(New) A method according to claim>l4; wherein the URI received back in step (b) is of 
functionality that has access to multiple items of communications data, step (c) involving 
using the URI to access said functionality and supply it with an indicator of the desired item 
off ommunications data which is then returned by the functionality. 

(New) A method according to claim^roT wherein the indicator is incorporated into said 
URI and supplied in this form to said functionality. 

^52C (New) A method according to claim £07 wherein the indicator is supplied to said 
functionality as a separate element to said URI. 



* 
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' r 5&. (New) A method according to claim ^wherein the URI received back in step (b) is an 
URL including an access scheme and host address for accessing said functionality. 

A. .<£ 



Jgfi. (New) A method according to claim^rO, wherein said number string is a telephone 



(New) A method according to claim wherein the communications data is a 
communications endpoint address for the target entity. 

t. 



(New) A method of accessing a target entity over a telephone network, in which 
communications data in the farm if .a telephone number for the target entity is accessed 



in^^ 



according to the method of clain^&O, this telephone number then being used to call the target 
entity over the telephone network. 

(New) A method of accessing communications data for contacting a target entity, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

(a) - forming, from a number string identifying the target entity, a domain name by a 
process including parsing at least a substantial portion of the number string into at least a 
part of said domain name; 

(b) - * supplying the domain name formed in step (a) to the domain name system of the 
Internet and receiving back from the domain name system a resource record including an at 
least part-formed URL, including access scheme and host name, of an item of 
communications data associated with the domain name; and 

(c) - using the URL received back in step (bUo access said communication data. 

. "A, 

(New) A method according to claim J&f^ wherein the URL received back in step (b) is 
only part-formed and step (c) involves completing the URL by adding a path element 
serving to distinguish the desired item of communication data from other items held on the 
same host. 



V 
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(New) A method according to claim^^?; wherein said number string is a telephone 

^rO. (New) A method according to claim wherein the communications data is a 
unications endpoint address for the target entity. 

ftf. (New) A method of accessing a target entity over a telephone network, in which 
communications data in the forn$fca telephone number for the target entity is accessed 
according to the method of claim2?fthis telephone number then being used to call the target 




entity over the telephone network. 

£2f (New) A method of discovering communications endpoint address data for contacting a 
target entity, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) - forming, from a number string identifying the target entity, a domain name by a 
process including parsing at least a substantial portion of the number string into at least a 
part of said domain name; 

(b) - supplying the domain name formed in step (a) to the domain name system of the 
Internet and receiving back from the domain name system a resource record including an URI 
of a resource that has access to multiple items of communications endpoint address data; and 

(c) - using the URI received back in step (b) to access corresponding said resource and 
supply it with an indicator of the desired item of communications endpoint address data, 
this data then being returned by the functionality. 

' <tt. (New) A method of accessing communications data for contacting a target entity, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

(a) - forming, from a number string identifying the target entity, a domain name by a 
process including parsing at least a substantial portion of the number string into at least a 
part of said domain name; 
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(b) - supplying the domain name formed in step (a) to a DNS-type database system and 
receiving back a resource record including an URI for locating communications data 
associated with the domain name; and 

(c) - using the URI received back in step (b) to access said communications data. 

M- (New) A method according to claim^v wherein the URI received back in step (b) is an 
URL including an access scheme and host address for accessing said communications data. 

(New) A method according to claim wherein each said number string is a telephone 

(New) A method according to claim §}f wherein the communications data is a 
communications endpoint address for the target entity. 

(New) A method according to claim j>3, wherein the URI held in at least one said record 
is of functionality that has access to multiple items of communications data, step (d) 
involving using the URI to access said functionality and supply it with an indicator of the 
desired item of communications data which is then returned by the functionality. 

6? 




f& (New) A server of the domain name system of the Internet, the server holding at least 
one resource record that provides a mapping from a domain name to an URI for locating 
communications data associated with the domain name, at least a substantial portion of the 
domain name being in the form of a number string that has been parsed into plural domain- 
name labels. 

il § 

(New) A server according to claim^Twherein said URI is an URL including an access 
scheme and host address for accessing said communications data. 

2H. (New) A method according to claim ^S, wherein the communications data is a 
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communications endpoint address for the target entity. 

yf. (New) A server according to claim^i^C wherein said number string is at least a 
substantial portion of a telephone number. n 

fe. (New) A server according to claim^ftC wherein said URI is of functionality that has 
access to multiple items of communications data. 

g 

^Jol (New) A server of the domain name system of the Internet, the server holding at least 
one resource record that provides a mapping from a domain name to an at least part-formed 
URL, including access scheme and host name, of an item of communications data associated 
with the domain name, at least a substantial portion of the domain name being in the form of 
a number string that has been parsed into plural domain-name labels. 

(New) A server according to claim ^Zo, wherein said number string is at least a 
tantial portion of a telephone number. 

(New) A server of the domain name system of the Internet, the server holding at least 
one resource record that provides a mapping from a domain name to an URL of a resource 
that has access to multiple items of communications data, at least a substantial portion of the 
domain name being in the form of a number string that has been parsed into plural domain- 
naj^e labels. ^ fj^ 

(New) A server according to claim wherein said number string is at least a 
substantial portion of a telephone number. 




(New) A DNS-type distributed database system holding at least one resource record 
that provides a mapping from a domain name to an URI for locating communications data 
associated with the domain name, at least a substantial portion of the domain name being in 
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the ^prm of a number string that has been parsed into plural domain-name labels. 

(New) A system according to clainv^ wherein said URI is an URL including an access 



the for 

/$. (New) A system according to clainv?^ whe 
scheme and host address for accessing said communications data. 

JW. (New) A system according to claim wherein said number string is at least a 
substantial portion of a telephone number. ^ 

f i 

fitf. (New) A system according to claim TTfwherein said URI is of functionality that has 
access to multiple items of communications data. 



